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Principal’s Report 
“Excellence Through Opportunity” 

 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL 
Going to school every day is important for a student’s education. This may seem to be 
stating something extremely obvious, but absence from school means that learning 
opportunities are reduced and this can ultimately lead to poorer student 
achievement. When this happens, the impact will be felt long after the student 
has left school. 
 

Absence from school clearly affects the absent student, but also impacts on each 
teacher’s ability to plan and present class work in a sequential and organised way. 
This can affect the progress of all students in the class, not only those missing, and 
can make classroom management difficult. 
 

ATTENDANCE FACT: Are you aware that if a child misses 15 days per year from 
Prep to year 12, then they have missed one complete school year? 
 

BE ON TIME, BE AT SCHOOL, THAT’S THE RULE! 
 

In 2017 we had a focus on reducing the number of absences and unexplained 
absences in the primary section of our college with the intent to gradually introduce 
these strategies to the secondary part of our college over the next few years.  Please 
see the table below to see the impact of the work done.  Well done to everyone on a 
great team effort.  

 
 

SECONDARY STUDENT / PARENT / TEACHING 
CONFERENCES 

Secondary Student / Parent / Teacher Conferences will be held on Wednesday, 
March 21, from 2:00pm to 7:00pm for all students.   
This will mean that, if you are able to collect your child/ren from school at 
1:30pm, your support in running these important discussions would be greatly 
appreciated.  
 

  Prep – Year 12 Primary Secondary 

  Average 
Days Un-
explained 
Absences 

Average 
Days Ab-

sent 

Average 
Days Un-
explained 
Absences 

Average 
Days 

Absent 

Average 
Days Un-
explained 
Absences 

Aver-
age 

Days 
Absent 

2015 11.49 20.69 9.81 17.55 13.08 22.94 

2016 10.02 19.34 9.78 17.55 10.60 21.32 

2017 6.65 18.36 3.51 14.30 9.54 21.85 

Respect    Responsibility   Resilience   Doing 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

MARCH 
 

16 
Secondary School Photos 

 

Stride MPower Program 
 

21 
Deb Ball Training 5:45pm -7pm 

 

Secondary Parent/Student/Teacher 
Discussions   2-7pm 

 

College Council Meeting/AGM 
 

22 
Year 7 Immunisation Program 

 
23 

Primary School Photos 
 

Harmony Festival Day 
 

26-29 
OE Unit 3 Camp to Wilsons Prom 

 
27 

Campaspe Tennis  -  Secondayr 
 

28 
Deb Ball Training 5:45pm -7pm 

 
29 

Last Day of Term 1 
2:20pm Dismissal 

 
 

APRIL 
16 

First Day Term 2 
 
 

Please view Compass Calendar 
for further details 

Term 1 Issue 3 
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Bus travellers and students who are required to stay at school will be looked after by available staff for the afternoon.  
I would encourage parents to register your interview times as soon as possible on Compass which are available 
now.  Our interviews provide us with an opportunity to discuss your student’s progress and for us to support you as 
an important person in your student’s development and learning.  I also look forward to using our interview evenings 
as an opportunity to catch up with our parents during this time.  
 

THE GIFT  
Kyabram P-12 College supported the Kyabram Gift Inc. by holding a Purple Day at School today, Thursday 15th  
March.  It was great to see staff and students dressed in purple to support this great cause for our local people. 
 

PRIVATE PROPERTY AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
Private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors is not insured and the Department does not 
accept any responsibility for any loss or damage.  
 

The Department cannot advise parents/guardians on whether to purchase a student accident policy/ambulance 
cover, or which policy to purchase.  It is recommended that they seek assistance in this matter with their 
insurance broker or find a suitable personal accident insurer in the Yellow Pages or online. 
 

Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and visitors.  This can include mobile phones, 
calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on school premises.  As the Department does not hold 
insurance for personal property brought to schools and has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such 
property students and staff are discouraged from bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school.  
 

CREATING RESPECTFUL AND SAFE SCHOOL COMMUNITIES 
A safe, supportive and inclusive school environment is essential for providing high-quality learning opportunities for 
all students.  Meaningful and active engagement within and between families is invaluable in boosting a child ’s 
learning and wellbeing.  While the majority of parents positively engage with their child’s education and the school 
community, in some cases, parents’ behaviour is challenging or aggressive. 
 

This challenging or aggressive behavior is unacceptable and WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.  Staff at Kyabram P-12 
College are here to do their very best for the students who attend the College and are prepared to work with families 
to get the best outcomes for their children.  
 

USE OF SCOOTERS AND BIKES  
Two weeks ago I had the Kyabram Police contact me to tell me that there are students from Kyabram P-12 College 
displaying risky behaviour in and around the streets of Kyabram. This includes students riding in front of moving cars 
where the cars have had to swerve or brake suddenly to avoid hitting the cyclist or scooter user. Either Constable 
Bull or I have spoken to all the students across the College about the importance of being responsible and safe 
users of our roads. I have also asked that students on bicycles and scooters be responsible community members 
and, that if they are using the footpaths, they should consider others and show respect by moving off the footpath so 
that pedestrians are given the right of way on the footpaths. I am asking our College community  to provide me 
feedback on how students react to this request.  
 

Also, the police have emphasised that students must wear their helmets  (straps done up) when riding scooters and 
bikes. 
 

Can I ask parents and / or guardians to talk to their child/ren about the importance of these requests? Thank you. 

 
Stuart Bott 
College Principal 
 

P-6 Principal Report 
Kate Whitford 

AFTERNOON TEA –ALL FAMILIES INVITED 
To celebrate such a positive start to the year we will be holding an afternoon tea on Thursday 22

nd
 March at 

2:45pm.  All parents are invited to come together and join us for a relaxing catch up.  Food and beverages 
provided.  
 

COLES SPORTS VOUCHER  
When you shop at Coles, you will receive Sports for Schools vouchers that we can exchange for sports equipment. 
The more vouchers you collect, the more sports equipment we will receive.  Please place the vouchers in the 
collection box located outside the office. 
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CONTACT DETAILS  
Have your contact details changed?  If so please let the office know so we can update our records.  This includes 
changes to emergency contacts or additional numbers to call if needed. 
 

EVERY DAY COUNTS 
We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education begin with students 
coming to school each and every day.  Missing school can have a major impact on a child ’s future – a student 
missing one day a fortnight will miss four full weeks by the end of the year.  By Year 10 they’ll have missed more 
than a year of school.  There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them 
behind, and can affect their educational outcomes.  Coming to school every day is vital, but if for any reason your 
child must miss school, there are things we can do together to ensure they don’t fall behind: 

 Speak with your classroom teacher and find out what work your child needs to do to keep up.  

 Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child completes the plan. 
 

A SPORTING SCHOOL! 
Sporting Schools aims to increase children’s participation in sport by providing varied opportunities.  This term we 
are running two Sporting Schools programs which are fully government funded. 

 Grade 3-6’s participated in a water safety session ran by Peter Tindale and Carlie Whitford. 

 Grade 1/2’s will participate in 4x40min tennis coaching sessions with David Starling 
 
 
 
 

 

Congratulations to last week’s award winners. 

P-6 Awards 

Prep News 
Family History Journal 

Congratulations to all students who have presented their 
family tree to their class. Thank you to parents for 
supporting this and assisting your child with the activity. 
This is the Preps first Learning Task and comments will 
be available on Compass by the end of term.  
 

Kyabram Fauna Park 
The Preps will be visiting the Kyabram Fauna Park on 
Friday 20th April as part of our term 2 Start Up Program. 
Permission notes will be sent home next week and we 
will require parent help. Please remember that a Working 
With Children's Check is required to attend excursions. 
 
 

Professional Practice Day  
Last Wednesday the Prep team had the opportunity to 
visit Orrvale Primary School to look at their 
developmental play program. It was a fantastic day and 
we have brought back lots of great ideas to implement in 
our classrooms.  
 

Term 2 Planning Day  
The Prep team will be planning for term 2 on Tuesday 
20th March. The classroom teachers will be in their 
rooms for morning reading and then students will head off 
for a fun day with their specialist teachers. Classroom 
teachers will go through the days timetable with students 
the day before so they are prepared for the change. 
 

Home Reading  
Just a reminder of how important home reading is. Your 
child should have the opportunity to read their books 
three times, as new readers during morning reading, at 
home and again during morning reading as old readers. 
This prompts fluent reading and the opportunity to have 
success at knowing how to read the book. This picture 
really outlines the importance of regular reading. 
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Year 3/4 News 
Headphones Please 

We are lucky to have so many fantastic interactive online programs. Our new program, Essential Assessment, is 
highly interactive and to assist with the program (and other programs), we would love if your child could bring in a 
pair of headphones to use. We just ask that their ear phones are labelled, and they are not of too great of value in 
case they are lost or damaged.  

Writing 
We are finishing our narrative unit and about to start the persuasive unit in preparation for NAPLAN.  Which text type 
do you prefer?  A great dinner conversation starter.  

Maths 
Our Place Value unit includes showing a number in different ways, ascending and descending order, odds and 
evens, rounding numbers and renaming numbers.  

Inquiry  -  Our Inquiry unit is ‘Community’ 
Understandings: 

 The local government plays an important part in our community. 

 The difference between rules and law, and the importance of both in our community. 
Our community is made up of different people and groups. 

Essential Questions: 

 How are decisions made democratically? 

 How can local government contribute to community life? 

 Why do we make rules and laws and why are they important? 

Parent/Teacher Interviews  
If you have not attended these interviews, it’s not too late! Please make a time to meet with your child’s teacher. It’s 
important that teachers and parents have contact and communication with each other. These interviews get that off 
to a great start. 

Photos of Our Excursion to the Port of Echuca 
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Year 5/6 News 
Water Safety Session 

With a quick 15 minute power walk, all of the attending 5/6 students made their way to 
the Kyabram Pool. Everyone was keen and eager to learn more about water safety.  
 
There were four different activities that students 
participated in. Majority of students enjoyed the kayak 
rotation best. They learnt what to do if they fell in the water 
while on a kayak, because as Mr. Tindale repeated to each 
group, you must always be prepared as you never know 
when you may fall in water.  
 
 
 
 

Grade 5/6 Student Behaviour Management Plan 
Students have glued in our 5/6 Behaviour Management plans in their diaries. This plan is for an entire day, (not for 
each session) and includes recess/lunch and specialist subjects. We have asked all students and parents/carers to 
read and sign to support positive behaviour.  
 

Cheep, Cheep, Cheep! 
Mrs Myer’s walked into our classroom (5/6D). 
 

“Would you like to have Henry for half a session?” 
 

Mega (Nic) jumped out of his seat and peeped in the basket 
she was holding.  
 

“It’s a duckling!”  
 

The whole class aww’d, in quiet excitement as Mrs Myer’s 
walked in and handed the basket to Miss Bourke.  
 

Henry hatched the day before he came, which was last 
Friday (3

rd
 March).  

 

During his visit he ventured into people’s pockets, pooped on 
the carpet and nibbled and pecked people’s pencil cases.  
 

Unfortunately Henry had to leave to go be with his true 
family. Hopefully we see the fluffy, little duckling again soon!  
 
Written with the help of Henry! Dustyn, Mia, Jack, Kirra 
and Allana. 

 

7-12 Principal Report 
Louise Mellington 

SUNSMART AND HATS 
As we are a Sunsmart school please ensure that your child has a broad brimmed hat at school during Term 1. We 
have school hats that are part of our summer school uniform and these can be purchased at our local uniform 
suppliers. 
 

UNIFORM 
A reminder that hoodies of any sort are not part of our school uniform.  Students will be asked to remove these if 
they wear them to school.  If you require assistance in purchasing uniforms please let us know. 
 

STAFF CARPARK 
A reminder that this carpark is for staff only and is not to be used as a drop off and pick up of students at the start 
and end of the day by parents. 
 

SECONDARY PARENT/STUDENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 
Interviews will be held on Wednesday 21

st
 March from 2-7pm. Parents are able to book appointments through 

Compass. 
 

LAST DAY OF TERM – MARCH 29TH 
Students will be dismissed at 2:20pm on this day.  Term 2 begins on April 16

th
. 
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Student Enrichment 
Chloe Harvie 

UN Youth Conference 
Over the long weekend three of our Year 12 students attended the United Nations Youth 
'Victoria State Conference' at Lord Somers Camp. Tegan Kelly, Sarah Varcoe and Shayla 
Rushworth met with a diverse array of students from all around Victoria. They learnt about 
leadership, diplomacy and advocacy, while connecting with issues that baffle the leaders of 
today and shape our national discourse. 
 

Students had the chance to emulate a member state of the United Nations in Model UN 
debates. This required them to step into a diplomat’s shoes for a day and pass resolutions to 
benefit the global community and align with their national interests. Over the weekend students 
discussed complex global issues through workshops, listening to and questioning guest 
speakers, and tackling a simulated crisis in an Interactive Problem Solving activity. They also 
got to wind down afterwards at a trivia night, and the UN Youth dance. 
 

As a result of their attendance at the UN Conference, Tegan, Sarah and Shayla have been 
inspired to deliver change in our local community, and are hoping to organise for the United 
Kingdom Consulate representative to visit Kyabram P-12 College this year. 
 

Lions Club 'Youth of the Year' 
Congratulations to Kaitlin Ryan-Roberts, Katie Fletcher and Abbey-Mae Hancock for representing our College at the 
Stanhope Lions Club 'Youth of the Year' public speaking competition on the 21st of February. Kaitlin won the first 
round and moved on to the Nurmurkah Regional Final on the 4th of March. Kaitlin did a wonderful job at the final and 
all three students should be commended for their efforts at Stanhope. We are looking forward to the upcoming 
Primary Lions Club 'Youth of the Year' speaking competition. 
 

House Captains 
Congratulations to the following students who have been elected as House Captains this year and will attend 
meetings to promote positive change at Kyabram P-12 College: 
 

Allan  -  Taylah Gee, Eric Billing, Sophie Denham, Jack Norris, Leighton Ironside and Khyia McLeod 
 

Castles  -  Jess Hooper, Oscar Dixon, Lilly Waasdorp, Jasmin Pearson, Bailey Waasdorp and Grace Gale  
 

Pine Grove  -  Sang Mo Gonmuen, Gemma Joyce, Mitchell Fitzgerald, Sarah Bassett, Tahlia Murray and 
Darcy Rathbone 
 
If your child is interested in participating in enrichment activities please email Chloe Harvie on Compass for 
information about upcoming events. 

COLLEGE NEWS 

CANTEEN ROSTER 

PRIMARY CAMPUS 
 

MARCH 
Mon 19 Kim Hicks 
Tue 20 Sharon Pell 
Wed 21 Stacey Ferlauto 
Thur 22 Amelia Kohn 
Fri 23 Help Please 
 
Mon 26 Anna Hooper 
Tue 27 Sandi Scapin 
Wed 28 Emma Parkinson 
Thur 29 Jenni Turner 
Fri 30 GOOD FRIDAY 
 

SECONDARY CAMPUS 
MARCH 

10:30-11:45am 1:00-2:15pm 
 
Mon 19 Help Please  Help Please 
Tue 20 Help Please  Belinda West 
Wed 21 Carolynne Hubble Help Please 
Thur 22 Help Please  Help Please 
Fri 23 Help Please  Linda Milzewski 
 
Mon 26 Kerrine Burgess Kerrine Burgess 
Tue 27 Natasha Doherty Natasha Doherty 
Wed 28 Tanya Smith  Tanya Smith 
Thur 29 Help Please  Help Please 
Fri 30  GOOD FRIDAY 
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State Schools 
Spectacular 

Sue Meeking 
It is with great excitement that we present our SSS team 
for 2018: 
Bodhi Hawken will be a Principal Vocalist (a huge 
achievement for State Schools Singers), Amber Halliwell 
will join the SSS choir (to perform high standard choir 
pieces at various functions including the Spectacular), 
and our grade 5/ 6 team will join the incredible mass 
choir! 
 
Our 5/ 6 team is: Kirra Stratton, Melanie O’Shanassy, 
Shantell Rouget, Jamison Barker, Ann- Maree Steen, 
Chelsea Covington, Raya Croft, Liam Parr, Sacha Rule, 
Navi Ratawake, Mia Swift, Shiarnii Dupuy, Kiarnna 
Morrison, Sang Mo Gonmuen, Jordy Kent, Hayden 
Freemantle, Marrissa Watts and Tayem Billings.  
 
Supporting Staff will be: Aporei Owen, Sue Meeking and 
Belinda Goff 
 
 

Mending Costumes 
Sue Meeking 

If there are any handy parents or extended family, who 
would be willing to mend a few 
costumes PLEASE STEP FORWARD! 
Every now and then some simple repairs 
need doing to keep the costumes in use 
during the year. 
If you don’t mind lending a hand contact 
Sue Meeking via the school. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiz46zKk-3ZAhUKxLwKHUdWDwcQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldartsme.com%2Fwoman-sewing-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw3oK66q9_R4ankfsMrbTYlM&ust=1521162840518516
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Wellbeing 

BRAVE online.  
brave4you.psy.uq.edu.au 
 
Brave is a free online treatment 
program for anxiety that offers 
support to young people and to 

parents. 
 
BRAVE has two programs available for young people 
Child-age 8-12 and Teen age 12-17. 
 
The sessions look at different kinds of anxieties that 
young people experience, the symptoms, and typical 
feelings and bodily reactions. Sessions also look at the 
relationship between thoughts and feelings; how we can 
learn to change our thinking and swap negative 
thoughts to more positive and effective thinking, and so 
reduce anxiety. Young people also learn coping skills 
and relaxation methods to help them reduce their 
anxiety. 
 
The program uses an exposure 
hierarchy that breaks fears into 
small parts and helps young 
people begin facing their fear 
step by step.  
 
BRAVE also has dedicated 
sessions to help parents 
recognise and support a child 
with anxiety. Parents are shown 

how to help their child. 



 

COMMUNITY MATTERS 

2018 KNA SEASON  
Grading nights at the Northern Oval  - 7th, 14th & 21st March 

Under 9’s & 11’s - 4.00 - 5.00pm  (arrive at 3:45pm) 
Under 13’s & 15’s - 5.00 - 6.00pm (arrive at 4:45pm) 
 

Teams will be emailed following the final grading night, please note these teams may change early in the 
season to ensure that all teams are graded evenly 
 

Competition dates commences Wednesday 18th April 
 

Under 9’s & 11’s - Train 4.00 - 5.00pm  Play - 5.00 - 6.00pm 
Under 13’s - Train 5.00 - 6.00pm Play - 6.00 - 7.00pm 
Under 15’s - Train 5.30 - 6.15pm Play - 6.15 - 7.00pm 
 

Under 9’s  -  18th April - 29th June 
Under 11’s  -  18th April - 1st August (no play during school holidays) 
Under 13’s - 18th April - 1st August (no play during school holidays) Finals will be played for 2 weeks 
Under 15’s - 18th April (6 week competition) 
 

For further information please Sandy Carver by email on netballkyabram@gmail.com or on 0438 521288.  

CHILD DENTAL 
BENEFITS SCHEME 

A child’s eligibility is assessed at 
the beginning of each year and 
lasts the whole calendar year. A 
child is eligible if they are aged 2–
17 years for at least 1 day of the 
calendar year, are eligible for 
Medicare and are either part of a 

family receiving Family Tax Benefit Part A or one of the following 
Australian Government payments: 

 Youth Allowance 

 ABSTUDY 

 Disability Support Pension 

 Parenting Payment 

 Special Benefit 

 Carer Payment 

 Double Orphan Pension 

 Veteran’s Children Education Scheme, if the child is 16 or over 

 Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act Education and 
Training Scheme, if the child is 16 or over 

 

Benefits will cover a range of services including examinations, x-rays, 
cleaning, fissure sealing, fillings, root canals and extractions. 
 

More information can be found at: 
 

https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/enablers/who-can-get-
child-dental-benefits-schedule 
 

Please contact your local dentist for further information. 
 

Services can be bulk billed on the day for any services performed 
under the Child Dental Benefits Schedule. This means no out of 
pocket for services performed under the scheme up to the available 
limit which is set as $1000 per eligible child over 2 calendar years. 

KYABRAM P-12 COLLEGE ACCESS 
MINISTRIES CHAPLAINCY SUPPORT GROUP 

ANNUAL CELEBRATION MEETING  
WEDNESDAY 21ST MARCH 2018 AT 7.30PM, 

KYABRAM P-12 COLLEGE LIBRARY 
Come and hear about the vital work of Chaplaincy. 
Guest Speaker: Richard Poole, a Chaplain from Shepparton who will 
be outlining some of the initiatives that have been introduced by 
Chaplaincy in schools. 

Supper will be served. 

mailto:netballkyabram@gmail.com
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/enablers/who-can-get-child-dental-benefits-schedule
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/enablers/who-can-get-child-dental-benefits-schedule


 

Proud to be a Silver Donor 

Lou & Angela De Palma 
Proprietors 
Ph (03) 5831 1066 

www.sheppfresh.com
/ 

M & S Group Accounting 

JAG Plumbing Subway 
Kyabram Bakery 

Walker Real Estate

 

 
Kyvalley Farms Milk  

 Bakers Delight 

 

 
Kyvalley Farms Milk  

 

Dunstall Rural Supplies  

McConnell Real Estate  

Ky Valley Dairy 

Salter’s Panel Repairs 

http://www.kyabramclub.com.au/
http://www.advancec.com.au/
http://www.everydaysupplies.com.au/
http://www.peats.com.au/
http://www.msgroup.net.au/
http://jagplumbing.websyte.com.au/
http://www.hmval.com.au/
http://www.kyabramrealestate.com.au/
http://www.walkerrealestate.com.au/
http://www.countryharvest.com.au/
http://www.gmcu.com.au/locations/kyabram.html

