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Term 2 Issue 6 

Principal’s Report 
“Excellence Through Opportunity” 

 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

CONGRATULATIONS BIM SHERWOOD  
Last Thursday Bim Sherwood along with his family and I attended the 2017 Premier's 
VCE Awards. The awards ceremony was held at the Palladium at Crown in Melbourne. 
The awards recognise the top performing students for their outstanding academic 
achievement in the Victorian Certificate of Education. 
 
Bim was awarded the Study Award for Information and 
Communication Technology (VCE VET). Nominations for 
Study Awards are based on student's 2016 study scores. 
Individual Graded Assessment scores were used to 
determine the top group of students for each of the VCE 
Study Awards. 
 
This demonstrates that a student with the potential and the support from the school 
and home can reach these high standards at Kyabram P-12 College. We are proud of 
Bim's achievements and we wish him well for his future endeavours. The Premier's 
VCE Awards was a special event and I was privileged and honoured to be a part of it. 

 

NAPLAN FOR YEARS 3, 5, 7 AND 9 
NAPLAN (National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy) is an annual 
assessment for all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. It tests the types of skills that are 
essential for every child to progress through school and life. The tests cover skills in 
reading, writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation, and numeracy. The assessments 
are undertaken every year in the second full week in May. 
 

Please find attached to Channels an information sheet that explains all you need to 

know about NAPLAN. 

 

ANZAC DAY COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Our College Captains Daniel Walkeden and Safije Meka, along with the Captains from 
St Augustine’s, were the guest speakers at the ANZAC Day Service at Kyabram 
Memorial Gardens last Tuesday. They spoke about what ANZAC Day means to them 
and they both spoke extremely well in front of a huge audience. We also had our 
Primary Singers perform a very appropriate song called We Are All in This Together, 
with which the crowd were very impressed. Well done to everyone involved in the 
service from our College; we can be very proud of the way we assisted the community 
with this commemorative event.  
 
 

Respect    Responsibility   Resilience   Doing Your Best    Community 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
 

MAY 

8-12 

Yr 10 Melbourne Work Experience 
 

9 

Dad’s Night for Prep-2 students 
 

10 

Primary Division Cross Country 
 

Debutante Training 
11 

GTAC VCE Biology excursion to 
Melbourne University 

 

17-19 

Yr 9 Outdoor Recreation  -  
Feathertop Bushwalk 

 

18 

Intermediate and Senior Soccer at 
Moama Sports Club 9am-3:15pm 

 

19 

Gr 4-6 Campaspe Cross Country 
 

Rio Tinto Science Competition P3 
 

19-20 

Debutante Balls 
 

23 

PUPIL FREE DAY 
 

24 
House Activities Day P-12 

 

Yr 7 Information Night 
25 

Gr 5/6 Winter Sports 
 

Lifeskills Family Night in Senior 
Learning Community Building 

 

26 

Gr 3/4 Winter Sports 
 

SSVC Cross Country in Echuca 
 

29 

Grade 3/4 Bush Dance Event 
 

Please view Compass Calendar 
for further details 
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On Wednesday last week we also held our own ANZAC Day ceremony in the hall, where all of our students 
attended.    It was well led by our Vice Captains Ellie Burt and Kyle Kydd, who did an outstanding job of running the 
ceremony. Thank you to David Bell, a World War 2 Veteran, for speaking at the ceremony, the students and staff 
really appreciated listening to you.  
 

It was great to see our local member, the Hon Peter Walsh at our ANZAC service, which we appreciated his 

attendance. Thank you to Rowena Morris for organising this important event in our college calendar. Thank you also 

to the parents and community members that attended this service.  

THE 2017 ATTITUDES TO SCHOOLS SURVEY 
We want our students to tell us what they think 
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School survey is 
an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training. The survey assists schools in 
gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience at school. 
 
Our school will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience. 
This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school between Monday 22

nd
 May to Friday 23

rd
 

June. The survey only takes 20-30 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time. 
 
Students from Year 4 to Year 12, at our school will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey 
online during school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. 
 
The survey results will be reported back to the school in Term 3. The survey results will be communicated to parents 
through annual reporting. Last year we used the survey results to assist with the school review and then develop our 
new strategic plan for 2017 - 2020. 
 
The Department has updated the survey for 2017 to include important new measures that are known to influence 
student engagement and performance. 
 
Students privacy is our priority 
Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned identifier that 
may be used by the Department to combine data for research purposes only. Your child’s privacy and the 
confidentiality of your child’s survey responses will be protected at all times. No identifiable personal data is included 
in the survey response file. 
 
This survey is not a test and your child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any point before, 
during, or after completion. 

 

STUDENT ENROLMENT INFORMATION 
Our school is currently in the process of updating student enrolment information.  This is to ensure that our records 
are correct and up to date.  Student enrolment details can affect the school’s funding, so it is important that all the 
information we have is current.  You may have received this information already or you may receive it soon.  Please 
take the time to read the information and ensure all the details are correct.  Once all the details are correct please 
return the form that you receive to school. 

 

VOLUNTEERS - PARENTS/GRANDPARENTS/COMMUNITY MEMBERS WITH 
SOME TIME! 

If you have always wanted to assist with our school programs - here is your chance! 
 
No experience needed - just a friendly approach and a listening ear.  
 
We are seeking volunteers from the community to listen to students read as part of an Indigenous student-reading 
program.  A working with children check is required (this can be arranged free for volunteers). 
 

We would welcome any time you have available.  If interested please contact the school office and we will get back 

to you with details.  Thank you for your consideration of this worthwhile opportunity. 

 
Stuart Bott 
College Principal 
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P-6 Principal Report 
Kate Whitford 

ANZAC CEREMONIES 
I would like to thank the school community (parents, staff & students) for supporting our ANZAC Day ceremonies 
both here at school and in the wider community. A special mention must go to Sue Meeking, Rowena Morris, our 
school captains and our Primary Singers.  
 

MOTHER’S DAY STALL 
Once again our Parents’ Club have been extremely busy buying, wrapping and organising gifts for students to 
purchase at this year’s P-6 Mother’s Day stall on Friday 12

th
 May. Gifts range from $1 to  $8 in price. 

 

BUDDIES PROGRAM 
This term we have started our buddy program across P-6. Each class works with a buddy class for 1 hour a week. 
The goal is to develop relationships between the younger and older children, enhancing the sense of a friendly and 
supportive school community.  

Benefits of the buddy program include:   

 younger students having another positive role model within the school 

 younger students having someone to go to if they are worried/scared in the playground 

 all children developing new and positive relationships 

 older students taking on and developing responsibility 

 older students learning how to be a positive role model for other students and developing pride in their ability 

to be helpful 
 

     APRIL ATTENDANCE LADDER  
Congratulations to Grade 3/4 Tindale who finished on top of our Attendance Ladder for 
the month of April with only one unexplained absence.  Unfortunately across all classes 
in the primary we still had 281 absences and 87 of these were unexplained over just 
eight school days in April.  This is very disappointing and adds up to a lot of learning 
lost. For the month of May we will have two winners, one for unexplained absences 
and one for actual attendance.  Thank you to everyone who is making the effort to be 
at school every day and contacting us if attendance just isn’t possible. 
 

DADS NIGHT P-2 STUDENTS  
Next Tuesday, 9

th
 May we will be holding our ‘Dads’ Night in the P-2 Community Building at 6:00pm. This is a fun 

night full of conversation, games and many laughs for our dads and other male role models who play such an 
important part in the lives of our P-2 students.  Dinner is provided. 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORMS 
Please remember that complete school uniform at Kyabram P-12 is expected at all times! If you are experiencing 
difficulty in purchasing school uniform, please contact the office. All uniform is available from Mr Embroidery or Surf 
N Skate – Fashion Girl, in Allan St, Kyabram. 
 
 

P-6 Awards 

Congratulations to the award winners from last week and this week. 
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Prep News 
Welcome back to school, what a fantastic start to the term we have had already.  Our Prep students have settled 
straight back into their routines, reading, writing and counting with enthusiasm and skill.  We had our visit to the 
Fauna Park earlier this week enjoying a tour of the park in the sunshine and identifying lots of Australian animals. 
 

Daily Reading Record 
All Prep students have received a book to record their home reading in.  This record is to track what books students 
have read and how often they are reading at home.  Students will receive certificates for reading milestones starting 
at 25 nights.  Nights of reading will start from term 2.  
Home reading should be easy reading so please speak to your child’s teacher if books are consistently beyond what 
they are capable of.  Students have been introduced to 14 of the Jolly Phonics sounds so encourage your child to 
sound out three letter words.  We also teach students that some words you just have to know and can’t sound out 
like ‘the’ and ‘was’.  
In Prep our aim for home reading is for students to read fluently.  We talk to the students about smooth reading or 
that reading sounds like talking.  This is why we send books home that are easy, so they can consolidate skills 
taught at school.  Classroom teachers run guided reading sessions throughout the week, where specific reading 
skills are taught and tried with support.  
 

Year 1 News 
Congratulations to our Grade 1 students on a positive start to Term 2. Our theme for this term is Australian Animals. 
Students will participate in a range of activities including art and craft, a small animal visit, and later in the term they 
will have a visit to the Kyabram Fauna Park.  Also, can parents please remember to clearly label their children's 
jumpers. 
 

Year 3/4 News 
Mathematics Online Interview 

This week students are participating in the Mathematics Online Interview. This is an assessment tool that can 
determine a student’s individual growth point in counting, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. Teachers 
are able to group students and teach to their point of need from this tool. 
 

Aboriginal Inquiry 
We have begun our inquiry, ‘How has the way aboriginals live changed over time?’ with five tasters: land uses, 
totems, Dreamtime, key events and families/communities. Students wrote their discoveries and wonderings in a 
booklet, as they attended these tasters. They will be directed to come up with a personal inquiry, from which they will 
do research and creatively present their findings. 
 

Basketball Clinic 
Every 3/4 class will have the opportunity to participate in a basketball clinic, run by Michael Maskell, during the first 
half of this term. 
 

Reading Progress Chart 
Each 3/4 class now has a Reading Progress Chart situated in their room, indicating where students are currently 
assessed on the Scholastic Literacy Pro Lexile levels. The chart will be used to encourage students to improve their 
scores term by term, and one of the ways this can happen is when students practise their reading at home as part of 
their daily routine.  
 

Lunchtime Activities 
As part of our student voice program, we have decided to organise and supervise lunchtime clubs. The lunchtime 
clubs have begun this week. Activities are run by student leaders from the secondary part of our college and 
teachers will be there to supervise. Activities will include drama, art, technology, Bey Blades and sports. 
 

ANZAC Day Competition 
Congratulations to Connor Burrows (a grade 3 student), who has won first place in the Anzac Day Competition. He 
was able to capture the spirit of Anzac in his powerpoint presentation/video, ‘The Sandpit of Gallipoli’. This is what 
he said about it: “I made it because I thought it was very interesting. It also reminded me of my Pa that went to war.  
I really wanted to earn one of those trophies and it was the first one I ever earned.” 
 

      Bookclub Issue 3 
         Cheryl Child and Anna Hooper 
Catalogues for Issue 3 were given out last week and are to be returned by today, Friday May 5th.  No 
late orders will be accepted.  Please note that there will be no Issue 4 as the annual Book Fair 
will run in June.  Please keep a look out for further information on the Book Fair. 
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Primary Singers 
Sue Meeking 

3/4 Bush Dance Event 
Hooray! The time for grade 3/4 children to show their talents has arrived. 
 

Thursday, June 29
th
 is the date set for the grade 3 /4 students to display their learning in the area of performing arts 

and then have some fun with the families in a bush dance evening. 
 

If your child has usual commitments on a Thursday night please take the time now to apologise that they will miss 
June 29

th
 so that they can support their class mates in the routines we have developed. We need all students at the 

event, please. If this is impossible please send this information to your class teacher immediately. 
 

Tickets will be approximately $5 which can be purchased in June.  
 

We ask all families to provide a plate of food or lemonade bottle to share.  
 

We are asking the children to dress for this country style event. It would be fun to wear jeans or canvas pants, 
checked shirts, vests, cowboy hats, boots (for dancing) etc. Please think ahead now to borrow or buy cheaply from 
an Opportunity shop. I have some items to help if anyone needs to borrow from me. 
 

More information will be forthcoming.  
 

Looking forwards to a fun evening in the school hall on June 29
th
! 

 

Mother’s Day Stall  -  Friday 12th May 
For Prep to Grade 6 students 

From 9am  -  11am 
 

Gifts are priced from $1.00 to $8.00 
Parent help is required on the day so if you are available please 

meet at the office from 8:45am. 
 

 

Dad’s Night 
When:  Tuesday 9th May 
Time:  6:00pm-7:30pm 
Where:  Prep-2 Building 
Cost:   Free! 
For dads (or another significant male) and children in Prep-2  
Sausage rolls and chips for tea 
This will be a fun night of games and tea for Prep-2 children with their dads (or another 
significant male).  The purpose of the night is to celebrate and encourage the important 
role that fathers have in the life of our children.  An invitation was sent home last week.  
Please return to the office. 
 

7-12 Principal Report 
            Danny Walsh 
            ANZAC DAY 
Last Tuesday our college captains, Daniel Walkeden and Safije Meka, were guest 
speakers at the town ANZAC Day ceremony. Both students represented the 
College with pride and spoke very well. Thankyou to the Rowena Morris for 
assisting the captains with their speeches and to Kim Morrison, Sue Meeking and 
the Primary singers for their efforts on the day. 

 

              UNIFORM 
I would like to thank parents and families for their support in ensuring that their child is wearing the correct college 
uniform. The students look great in their uniform and we really do look like a cohesive, high quality learning 
community. We are asking that students don’t wear hoodies underneath their school jumper. Another jumper can be 
worn underneath if necessary, as long as it doesn’t stick out from under the school jumper. If there is an occasion/
day where your child is unable to wear their correct uniform, we ask that parents please provide a note to the school 
to explain this. 
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LEARNING CURVE NEWSLETTER ARTICLE 
Engagement and Achievement 

Throughout students’ schooling they will be required to complete projects, assignments and other investigations into 
a numerous range of topics. Cultivating resourceful learning and thinking habits in students will enable them to 
confidently define, experiment, imagine, analyse and make predictions from the knowledge they investigate or 
create. Explicitly teaching a logical step by step process, creative and critical thinking, how to research, present their 
findings and complete a bibliography will see them well prepared.  
 

The worry and temptation for 21st century students is that they believe Google will provide all they need to know to 
complete their learning needs. They Google a topic and often mindlessly copy chunks of information and insert it into 
their assignments; no defining, no imagination, no experimenting, no discerning, no depth of thought and no 
developing of lifelong learning and thinking habits. 
 

Following are some of the aspects of researching that we need to teach students and practice in everyday learning 
and teaching: 
 

 Brainstorming – encouraging students to think hard about and connect with what they already know about the 
topic. 

 Adventure and adaptability – learning in different ways, in different places and from different sources. 

 Metacognition – thinking about what type of thinking they need to use in particular situations. 

 Gathering and assessing information – being able to find information and be discerning as to its authenticity. 

 Reading between the lines – seeing beyond the written word and identifying patterns to investigate. 

 Synthesising– putting all their findings together in a coherent and stylish manner. 
This week’s focus is aimed at initiating the explicit teaching about research resources, which in time will build into 
lifelong, resourceful and resilient habits. 
 

YARD MAINTENANCE WORK 
If you are available to assist with clean up/maintenance at the College could you please contact me by email 
(walsh.daniel.m@edumail.vic.edu.au) or by phoning the College. We have a number of areas that require attention 
such as painting, pruning, edging and brushcutting. 

College News 

CANTEEN ROSTER 

PRIMARY CAMPUS 

 

MAY 

 
Mon  8 Anna Hooper 
Tue  9 Amy Barker 
Wed  10 Brooke Cleveland 
Thur  11 Jenni Turner 
Fri  12 Help Please 
 
Mon  15 Megan Brennan 
Tue  16 Claire Perrella 
Wed  17  Kim Hicks 
Thur  18 Sharon Pell 
Fri  19 Janette Peterson 

SECONDARY CAMPUS 

 

MAY 

 10:45am - 12pm  1pm - 2:15pm 
 

Mon 8 Help Please  Help Please 
Tue 9 Help Please  Help Please 
Wed 10 Help Please  Linda Milzewski 
Thur 11 Help Please  Help Please 
Fri 12 Help Please  Help Please 
 
Mon 15 Help Please  Help Please 
Tue 16 Natasha Doherty Natasha Doherty 
Wed 17 Amy Francis  Help Please 
Thur 18 Help Please  Help Please 
Fri 19 Kerrie Campbell Help Please 

When You Phone please 
clearly state 

 The student’s name 

 Grade / Year level 

 Date / Length of absence 

 Reason for absence 

mailto:walsh.daniel.m@edumail.vic.edu.au
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Whole College ANZAC Ceremony 

Indonesian News 
Jenny McCarthy 
New Indonesian Wiki 

Parents and students are encouraged to visit our new Kyabram P-12 College Indonesian wiki.  A wiki is a bit like a 
website with lots of useful and fun information.  On the right hand side, there are pages (a bit like folders) with 
information in them.  Simply click on the page to access the document and links loaded onto it.  The address of the 
wiki is https://kyindonesian.wikispaces.com 
 
At the moment, there are three pages: how to learn Indonesian, why learn Indonesian or 
another language and one for Year 7 students.  On this last page, there are links to free 
and fun online Indonesian language games.  This will help students learn the language 
they are covering in class and to extend themselves if they want a new challenge. There 
are also vocabulary sheets for each topic.  This language will form the basis of all tests.   
 
Our wiki is a work in progress and I will add more information, links and games as I find time.  Have a look at the link 
for Australian actor, Chris Hemsworth (Thor), talking in Indonesian while discussing one of his movies!  
 
 
 
 

  Science Corner 
VCE Unit 1 Biology have completed a rat dissection as part of their work on body 

systems.  Ethics surrounding the use of animals in experiments was discussed in 
depth and students were able to opt out, if they were uncomfortable completing the 
dissection.  Once the rat had been opened, students were required to draw a range of 
labelled diagrams showing the organs present.  The difference in the reproductive 
structure of male and female rats was also investigated. 

https://kyindonesian.wikispaces.com
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ANZAC Art Competition 
Every year the College holds a Prep to Year 12 art competition to help us commemorate ANZAC Day and the 
ANZAC tradition. The entries for 2017 proved to be some of the best yet, with a range of entrants from Prep all the 
way up into the senior years of school. 
 
It was wonderful to see so many students dedicating their time and energy to demonstrating what the concept of 
ANZAC means to them. This year the entries were judged by the College Captains, who found it very challenging to 
narrow the entries down to just one secondary and one primary winner. 

In the end, however, the winners were; 

 Primary division – Connor Burrows from Grade 3-4 Tindale-Wegmann. 

 Secondary division – Keagan Shaw from Year 9. 
 

Both the winning entries were outstanding examples of ANZAC spirit, and represented significant effort and thought. 
Connor’s video of a ‘Sandpit Scene from Gallipoli’ was impressive and detailed – bringing a tear to the eye of a 
number of viewers. Keagan’s junk art creation of commemorative poppies, highlighting the continued strength of the 
ANZAC tradition despite the passing years, reflected immense planning and effort in its creation. 

Other entries included fabulous canvas art pieces, sculptures, models and illustrations – all highlighting the skill and 
passion of our talented and conscientious students. 
The following students are to be commended for entering; 

Eden Bordignon – Prep Campbell     Mitchell Wright  -  Grade 5-6  Pearson/Booth 
Jazmine Sinclair – Prep Campbell     Jesse Stevens  -  Year 9 
Stephanie Locke – Prep Campbell    Morgan Holmes  -  Year 10 
Spencer Morris – Prep Campbell     Daniel Pel  -  Year 10 
Isabella Heyen – Grade 2 Green     Declan Campbell  -  Year 10 
Slater Sinclair – Grade 3-4 Davidson    Kate Sherwood  -  Year 11 
Meg Harding  -  Grade 3-4 Oxford-Leahy   Nathan Sivapalasundrum  -  Year 10 
Adipha Vilay  -  Grade 5/6 Bourke     Madeline Martini  -  Year 10 
Francisco Fabregas  -  Grade 5-6 Bourke   Ryan Freemantle  -  Year 10 
Angus Harding  -  Grade 5-6 Clapp/Pay 
Myfanwy Vanstan  -  Grade 5-6 Pearson/Booth 
 

All entries are currently on 
display in the College Library  -  
please take some time to visit 
and see what the students of 
Kyabram P-12 College have 
created. 
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Wellbeing Corner 
Barb Buckell & Bron Lolicato 

 

SchoolTV 
The latest edition of SchoolTV is now available for Kyabram P-12 College. 
 
The Sexting Edition can be found here: http://kyabramp-12.vic.schooltv.me/newsletter/sexting 
 

Parenting Ideas 
Please log on to www.parentingideasschools.com.au or go to school web page at www.kyabramp-12.vic.edu.au for 
easy access. 
 
Username; kyabramp12 
Password;3619 
 

 
 

 

http://kyabramp-12.vic.schooltv.me/newsletter/sexting
http://www.parentingideasschools.com.au
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COMMUNITY MATTERS 

COOKING CLASSES 
The Kyabram Community and 
Learning Centre Inc. are currently 
running after school cooking classes 
for primary aged students, it's a great 
opportunity for children to learn to 
cook.  
 
After School cooking runs every 
Thursday except in school holidays, 
from 3.45pm to 5pm.  
 
For further information please contact 
KCLC on 58520000.  



 

Proud to be a Silver Donor 

Lou & Angela De Palma 
Proprietors 
Ph (03) 5831 1066 

www.sheppfresh.com
/ 

M & S Group Accounting 

JAG Plumbing Subway 

Kyabram Bakery 

Walker Real Estate

 

 
Kyvalley Farms Milk  

 Bakers Delight 

 

 
Kyvalley Farms Milk  

 

Dunstall Rural Supplies  

McConnell Real Estate  

Ky Valley Dairy 

Salter’s Panel Repairs 

http://www.kyabramclub.com.au/
http://www.advancec.com.au/
http://www.everydaysupplies.com.au/
http://www.peats.com.au/
http://www.msgroup.net.au/
http://jagplumbing.websyte.com.au/
http://www.hmval.com.au/
http://www.kyabramrealestate.com.au/
http://www.walkerrealestate.com.au/
http://www.countryharvest.com.au/
http://www.gmcu.com.au/locations/kyabram.html

