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Principal’s Report 
“Excellence Through Opportunity” 

 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

THE 2017 ATTITUDES TO SCHOOLS SURVEY  
During the next few weeks, all government schools will be conducting a survey to find 
out what students think about their school. The Attitudes to School survey is an annual 
student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training. The survey 
assists schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experiences 
at school.  
 

Our School will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your 
child's schooling experience.  
 

This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted in all schools between 
Monday 29

th
 May to Friday 16

th
 June. The survey only takes 20-30 minutes to 

complete and will be done during the child's class time.  
 

Students from Year 4 to 12 at our school will participate in the survey. The students 
will complete the survey online during school hours using a purpose built secure online 
survey tool.  
 

The survey results will be reported back to the school in term 3. The results will be 
discussed at College Council and will be included in our 2017 Annual Report.  
 

The Department has updated the survey for 2017 to include important new measures 
that are known to influence student engagement and performance.  
 

DEBUTANTE BALL 
I would like to congratulate our Parents Club for organising the Deb Balls for the 
students once again this year.  This was a great demonstration of what can be 
achieved by a small dedicated group of people in our school community.  There have 
been so many positive comments from all involved, including families from other 
schools and towns.  Special thanks to Margaret Quinsee, Judy Ross, Caitlin Powell, 
Angie Heale and Jan Prior for all of their work.  Also, thank you to the other parents, 
students and staff who assisted to make this a special night for all those involved.  
 

All of the girls looked stunning and the boys were handsome, and the dancing was a 
credit to all those involved in supporting the Debutantes and their partners to achieve 
Excellence Through Opportunity. 
 

I saw all of our college values; Respect, Responsibility, Resilience, Doing Your Best 
and Community, being upheld. 
 

Well done to all involved, you did yourselves and the College proud.  

Respect    Responsibility   Resilience   Doing Your Best    Community 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

JUNE 

2 

Y 11 Biology Queenscliff Excursion 
 

Yr 5/6 Campaspe Netball  
5 

Parents’ Club Meeting 7pm 
6 

Loddon Mallee Secondary Cross 
Country in St Arnaud 

 

7 

Yr 9 Project Day period 2 & 3 
 

Prep Information Evening 7pm 
 

8 

Junior and Intermediate Netball on 
Norther Oval Netball Courts 
Senior Netball at Ky Stadium 

 

9 

Secondary Pupil Free Day 
 

12 

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY 
 

13-16 

Primary Book Fair  
 

15 

House Activities Day P-12 
 

21-23 

Yr 12 Camp 
 

22 

Junior Badminton in Echuca 
 

Intermediate Football in Moama 
 

26 

Primary Pupil Free Day 
 

27 

Yr 8 and Senior Basketball in 
Echuca 

 

28 

Yr 10 into Yr 11 Course Counselling 
 

29 

Grade 3/4 Bush Dance Event 
 
 

Term 2 Issue 9 



 

Excellence Through Opportunity 

EDUCATION WEEK 
Thank you to all the families that attended the activities throughout Education Week and for celebrating this 
important week in our calendar.  I was really happy to see all the families who turned up on Thursday for the healthy 
breakfast. 
 

SECONDARY PUPIL FREE DAY - FRIDAY JUNE 9TH  
I would like to inform all our parents and friends that on Friday, June 9

th
 the secondary students at Kyabram P-12 

College will be have a pupil free day for staff to plan for semester 2, which means that no secondary 
students are required at school.   
 

PRIMARY PUPIL FREE DAY - MONDAY JUNE 26TH 
I would like to inform all our parents and friends that on Monday, June 26

th
 the primary students at Kyabram P-12 

College are not required at school.  All primary staff will be involved in professional development and 
planning for semester 2.  
 

Thank you to all our families for supporting the Pupil Free Day on May 23
rd

, so that staff could attend the second day 
of The Big Write program.  The Big Write is a writing program we are introducing at Kyabram P-12 College and so 
far there has been improvements noticed in the writing of the students in our primary and early secondary.   
 

SPORTSTAR AWARDS 
Congratulations to Aiden Robinson on winning the Kyabram SportStar of the Year award last week.  This was a 
great recognition for the effort and result that Aiden has achieved throughout 2016-17.  Congratulations to all the 
other students and parents that won a sportstar of the month, community volunteer and sponsorship awards on the 
night.  A great effort and recognition of the talent and effort around the Kyabram and District. 
 

                          KYABRAM AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY BANK 
I would like to thank the Kyabram and District Community Bank for the kind donation of $1000 
to support the Parents Club endeavour to upgrade the W A Kuhne Hall.  
 

WORKS AROUND THE COLLEGE  
Demolition works continued on the D Wing toilets this week.  The end result will be fantastic, 
with funding available going in to improved toilet facilities for the students.  If you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
 
Stuart Bott 
College Principal 
 

P-6 Principal Report 
Kate Whitford 

   ATTENDANCE LADDER 
It is with great pleasure I announce the class who finished on top of our Attendance Ladder 
for the month of May is Mr Nilbett’s grade 1 class with only 16 absences.  The class with the 
least unexplained absences was Prep Hawken/Brennan.  I look forward to discussing the 
rewards/prizes for these two classes. 
 

PREP 2017 INFORMATION EVENINGS 
We have our Prep Information session in the P-1 Community Building on Wednesday, 7

th
 June starting at 7pm. 

 

CROSS COUNTRY 
Good Luck to Bek, Noah, Gemma, Shaun, Ali and Tait who head to St Arnaud next Tuesday to compete in the 
Regional Cross Country event.  Thank you to Mrs Mangan, Mr Wegmann, Mrs Leahy and Liam for organising and 
attending the Echuca event last week. 
 

EDUCATION WEEK 
Thank you to our staff for organising the numerous activities during Education week.  Thank you also to the many 
parents and friends who joined us throughout the week, especially on Friday for a tour or at the picnic lunch. 
 

YARD SUPERVISION  
Just a reminder to our parents that staff supervise students in the yard between 8:30 – 9:00am before school and 
between 3:20 – 3:40pm after school.  Therefore, I recommend students do not arrive at school unless they are 
supervised by a parent before 8:30am and they should be collected by 3:40pm in the afternoon.  For those parents 
who have difficulty coordinating their work around these times, our After School Care Program is available to assist 
you. 



 

Excellence Through Opportunity 

Year 1 News 
Grade 1s have had another busy fortnight with lots of productive learning happening in and out of the classroom.  
Thank you to everyone who has been reading at home and school.  The consistent approach to reading will help the 
children improve.  
 

While reading to your child if they get to a word they don’t know the meaning of, encourage them to ask you the 
meaning to build their vocabulary.  As the books get harder, there will be more detailed and interesting vocabulary to 
learn. 
 

In writing we have continued to work on persuasive writing.  We have been arguing a point and presenting our point 
of view by using reasons and emotive language.  The students have participated in many oral debates and have 
really enjoyed this style of writing.  Our Big Write topic this week was “What new building should Mrs Whitford build 
at the school and why?”, and students did some great pieces of writing.  Well done! 
 

In Maths we have been consolidating skills in place value, length, patterns and a variety of other maths topics.  
 

We have continued to do lots of research around our theme of Native Australian Animals, such as learning about 
different kinds of skin coverings, habitats and diets.  
 

Keep up the good work and keep warm!  
 

Scholastic Bookfair 
Cheryl Child and Anna Hooper 

On the week of Tuesday, June 13th our annual Bookfair will again be happening.  This will take 
place in the Primary Science room.  This annual event is a great fundraiser for the College and 
a wonderful chance for all to shop and purchase some great books for any occasion eg: 
birthdays, Christmas (not all that far away) etc.  Book prices start from $4 and novelty items $1. 
 

The college receives 30% of sales in profit to purchase books for the library.  Check out the 
pamphlet sent home from classrooms for some examples of what is available, you can also 
purchase from this pamphlet if it is more convenient. 

P-6 Awards 

Congratulations to the award winners from last 
week and this week. 
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Year 3/4 News 
Science Rotations – Wednesday, 24th May 

Which direction?  We tied two blown up balloons to the two ends of a string, and blew 
between them.  We had to predict which direction they would go and then test our 
prediction. 
Balloon Rocket: We got a straw and sticky taped it to a balloon, and we blew up the 
balloon and let it go.  We tested different types of balloons (round, long and water 
balloons) and string (fishing line, string, wool).  The string and the round balloon worked 
the best. 
The Bouncy Ball: We had to get borax and mixed it with hot water, glue, corn flour and 
food dye in a cup.  When it was impossible to mix, we got it out of the cup and rolled into 
a ball with corn flour on our hands.  We left it to dry, then we tried it out to see if it 
bounced.  Some bounced and some just didn’t work.  
Go Milk! 
We mixed milk with food dye and dish washing liquid by using a tooth pick.  The colour 
in the milk exploded and it was amazing to watch.  We learned that milk and dish 
washing liquid don’t mix. 
Paper Airplanes 
We had to see if our planes went up or down and actually hit Mr D. 
 
 

St John Ambulance – First Aid Thursday, 25th May 
It was interesting learning about DRSABC, which means Danger, Response, Send for help, Airway, Breathing, CPR. 
 

Winter Sports Friday, 26th May 
We played games with Tongala, St. Augustine’s and Rushworth. The games we played were bootball, Pony 
Express, tennis, back board Dodgeball, Capture the Flag and Down ball.  The weather was excellent on the day. 
 

Camp 
In the first week of August we are going on camp to Melbourne.  We are so excited!  Please remember to send a 
note back to school with a $20 deposit (or something else, if you have made other arrangements). 
 

Photos from 3/4 LO Budy Program 

Bush Dance Event 
Sue Meeking 

Grade 3/4 students are honing their bush dance skills to help us all enjoy a social evening on Thursday, June 29
th
  

Do you remember attending a barn dance over the years?  This evening will be similar; with the students presenting 
a few dances and the rest of us having fun as well. 
 
Please buy your tickets from the College Office.  A family is only $10.  A family consists of the people in your usual 
family unit.  The price is intended to cover the costs of the evening; band hire etc. 
 
Students are encouraged to wear their country style clothes to add to the atmosphere of the evening. 
Any enquiries are welcome to Sue Meeking via telephone or meeking.susan.a@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 
 

Decorations for Bush Dance  -  Belinda Goff 
As a decoration for the Bush Dance, I am hoping to make some scarecrows.  If you have any old gloves, hats or 
boots you don’t need returned, we would love to have some donated!  We also need old wooden broomsticks, even 
broken ones for our scarecrows. 
Thank you very much for your help 

mailto:meeking.susan.a@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

Excellence Through Opportunity 

Year 5/6 News 
Sport, sport and even more sport 

We have been sport crazy this term.  Last Thursday we had our Winter Sport Day where we mixed with the Tongala 
and St Augustine’s schools to play social games of AFL 9s, netball, basketball, soccer and European handball. This 
was a very enjoyable day for the students and staff who were able to catch up with their friends from other schools 
and make new connections with others. 
 

Yesterday we concluded a Phys Ed Unit called SEPEP where students were put into teams to play and run a 
basketball competition.  Students were responsible for coaching, umpiring, scoring and timing during games and 
overall management of these teams.  The unit was concluded in a grand final for the best two basketball teams, with 
the winner of the play off being brought back to earth in a game against the Kyabram Globe Trotters made up of 
members of our staff. 
 

We would like to thank David Starling for his tennis lessons conducted over the last four weeks with our students. 
The lessons taught the basics of tennis in a fun and competitive format. 
 

Tomorrow we have a group of students playing netball in the Campaspe Primary School Division in Echuca.  Next 
Tuesday we have a group of students heading to St Arnaud in Cross Country for the Loddon Mallee Division event. 
 

First Aid 
Last Friday students completed an hour long First Aid Awareness course.  It was pleasantly surprising how much 
information our students already knew.  Many parents have already been tested by their children following this 
course. 
 

Cold Write Writing 
As you know students recently had a day off to allow staff to complete day two of the Big Write and VCOP 
professional development they started last year.  Yesterday students were given a cold write to test their skills with 
persuasive writing.  The teachers will now be tested marking these essays using knowledge gained from this PD and 
using this assessment to help with assessing your child’s knowledge. 
 

History Immersion Project 
Currently students are researching a significant person from Australia’s early history.  Students will be presenting 
this information in various ways, but all students will be encouraged to dress up as their character as part of their 
research task.  They are presenting their learning in Week 9. 
 
 

Primary Leaders for 2017 
 

Primary 
Captains 

House Captains 3/4 House Captains 

Performing Arts Leaders 

Canteen Leaders 

Visual Arts 
Leaders 

Sports Leaders 
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Primary Sport and More 
     Sarah Mangan 
What a huge week we had for Education week!  Healthy breaky, morning fitness, guest 
speakers, dress up day, reading, picnic, cross country, winter sports and more!  
 
 

                      Guest Speaker - Russell Jarrett 
Thanks to Russell from Infinity Health Club for talking to us about the importance of a healthy, 
active lifestyle. Great message to take away from listening to Russell is that it is so easy to be 
active, our children have so many opportunities. Also the importance of balance, we all know 
electronic devices and TV are a part of our lives, it is not about getting rid of them it is simply 
finding a balance.  

 

Morning Fitness  
Was impressed to see the whole P-6 out doing morning fitness on 
multiple mornings.  Thank you to all staff that supported this and jumped 
in to run stations when needed.  
 

Campaspe Cross Country 
Around 60 students competed on Wednesday 24

th
 May in 

Division Cross Country.  Every single student should be proud of 
their efforts not only did they do their best but represented all our 
College Values and did us proud.  Especially after completing 

races and going back to run with other students to get them through to the finish line.  
Six students – Noah, Bek, Shaun, Gemma, Tait and Ali have qualified to compete in St 
Arnaud on the 6

th
 June.  Fantastic effort! 

 

Winter Sports 
We capped off a busy Education Week with the 3/4 and 5/6 students participating in our district winter sports.  This 
sees Kyabram P-12 College, St Augustine’s, Tongala and Rushworth P-12 College mix students to create teams. 
3/4s participate in a rotation of games such as bootball, capture the flag, bat tennis etc.  Whilst the 5/6s play AFL 9s, 
euroball, basketball, netball and soccer.  Thanks to Tongala for providing a venue for the 3/4s and Michael Hill from 
St Augustine’s for convening the 5/6 event. 

 
Sporting Schools has been going well with students focusing on developing skills to progress to 
learning athletic events.  We have had great numbers on both nights.  The prep program has 
concluded this week and the 1/2s began.  Year 3-6 students attend all term. 
 

David Starling will also begin tennis lessons with the Grade 1/2s – this will run for the remainder of the term 
during school time. 

5/6 SEPEP – Basketball 
This term in PE the 5/6 students have been fulfilling roles and 
responsibilities involved in running a basketball tournament.  Over the 
last couple of weeks of competition the students have developed their 
ability to referee, score, coach and play as a team and respect the other 
students within their teams and officiating the matches. 
This concluded with a final between the winners from each class 
playing off and the overall winners taking on the teachers!  Stay tuned 
for the results…  
 

 

COMING UP…  
Friday 2

nd
 June – 5/6 Campaspe Netball in Echuca  

Wednesday 28
th
 June – 5/6 Boys Football 

Tuesday 25
th
 July – 5/6 Girls Football 

Lastly a huge thank you to all staff, parents and 3 fantastic SEDA students that are supporting all of these 
activities.  It takes a lot of flexibility and organisation to provide these opportunities.  Our students are lucky 
to have you all supporting them. It is great to see our students building healthy habits and enjoying being 
active.  
 

Allan Reward Party P-6 This MONDAY 
Our P-6 House points winners were Allan.  We are rewarding them on Monday 5

th
 June with a dress up day and 

party.  Allan students are invited to dress up in RED for the day and will have a party after lunch in the Prep/1 
Building.  
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7-12 Principal Report 
Danny Walsh 

VCE/VCAL INFORMATION NIGHT 
On Wednesday June 7th at 7pm, the 2018 VCE and VCAL Course Selection Information evening will be held in the 
10-12 Building.  This night is for Year 9 students who wish to fast track a Year 11 subject as part of their Year 10 
course in 2018 and for Year 10 students going into Year 11.  Any Year 11 student is also welcome to attend. 
 
On the night Domains will have displays and teachers available to speak to students and parents about particular 
subjects they may be interested in for 2018.  
 

COURSE COUNSELLING 
On Friday June 16

th
, Year 11 into Year 12 course counselling is on. This will be a normal school day for Year 11 

students but they are required to attend an interview with a course counsellor for subject selections. Students who do 
not sign up for course counselling cannot be guaranteed their subjects of choice. 
 
On Wednesday June 28

th
,Year 10 into Year 11 course counselling is on. Students who do not sign up for course 

counselling cannot be guaranteed their subjects of choice. 
 

YEAR 9 - 11 INFORMATION RE: SUBJECT SELECTIONS FOR 2018 
On Friday June 2

nd
 during periods 3-4 all Year 9 and 10 students will be involved in a Round Robin of VCE and 

VCAL subjects.  Students will get to listen to what each VCE and VET subject is about. 
 

LEARNING CURVE NEWSLETTER ARTICLE 

Positive Group Teamwork  
When students have identified their signature and top supporting strengths through completing the free VIA 
Character Strengths Survey, they are able to discuss issues from positions of strength which can overcome the 
following situations. 21st century students crave for a sense of social connectedness from their peers seemingly 
above all else. Often, they are more comfortable doing what they know is not the best for them to protect their social 
acceptance. Unfortunately, this often means students are reluctant to leave their comfort zones to explore other ways 
of thinking.  

Group learning is an effective way to harness and value a wide range of abilities, points of view and attitudes to 
issues, for students to combine their top strengths, to gather input from all students, for students to experience “peer” 
learning and feel valued for their views and ideas and to cultivate collaborative and interdependent habits through 
mindful and empathetic listening.  

Keys to a well functioning group are a valuing, tolerance and acceptance of individual differences. They have two 
ears and one mouth and as such should listen twice as much as they talk, a clear set of agreed expectations to 
follow and not a group of similar thinking clones.  

“Many drops fill the bucket.” Mother Teresa 
 

YARD MAINTENANCE WORK 
If you are available to assist with clean up/maintenance at the College could you please contact me by email 
(walsh.daniel.m@edumail.vic.edu.au) or by phoning the College. We have a number of areas that require attention 
such as painting, pruning, edging and brushcutting. 
 

Year 7 Information Night 
Vivienne Thomas 

Great to see so many potential new students at our Year 7 Information Night.  If you missed the night and would like 
some more information, please contact Vivienne Thomas at the College. 
 
 

mailto:walsh.daniel.m@edumail.vic.edu.au
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Koori Conference 
Liz Spicer 

Wayne Cowley, Keso officer and Liz Spicer Chaplain attended 
the Shepparton and Kyabram Local Aboriginal Networks (LAN) 
Community Programs two day conference in Mulwala last 
week.  The LANs bring Aboriginal people together at the local 
level to set priorities, develop community plans improve social 
cohesion and empower Aboriginal Victorians to participate in 
civic life and community life.  These voluntary community 
networks provide safe and welcoming space for the Aboriginal 
community to connect, share, learn and lead.  LANs provide a 
critical and effective channel to engage and celebrate the 
diversity within Aboriginal community.  LAN Vision: Strong 
Culture, Engaged People, Confident Communities. 
 

Wellbeing Corner 
Barb Buckell & Bron Lolicato 

 

SCHOOL TV- the latest edition is here 
The Sexting Edition can be found here: http://kyabramp-12.vic.schooltv.me/newsletter/social-media-and-digital-

reputation 

College News 

CANTEEN ROSTER 

PRIMARY CAMPUS 

 

JUNE 

 
Mon  5 Tania Porter 
Tue  6 Claire Perrella 
Wed  7 Amy Barker 
Thur  8 Jenni Turner 
Fri  9 Help Please 
 
Mon  12 QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY 
Tue  13 Megan Brennan 
Wed  14  Kim Hicks 
Thur  15 Sharon Pell 
Fri  16 Help Please 

SECONDARY CAMPUS 

 

JUNE 

 10:45am - 12pm  1pm - 2:15pm 
 

Mon 5 Help Please  Help Please 
Tue 6 Natasha Doherty Natasha Doherty 
Wed 7 Help Please  Help Please 
Thur 8 Help Please  Kerrie Graves 
Fri 9 SECONDARY PUPIL FREE DAY 
 
Mon 12 QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY 
Tue 13 Help Please  Help Please 
Wed 14 Help Please  Linda Milzewski 
Thur 15 Help Please  Help Please 
Fri 16 Carolynne Hubble Help Please 

When You Phone please clearly state 

 The student’s name 

 Grade / Year level 

 Date / Length of absence 

 Reason for absence 

http://kyabramp-12.vic.schooltv.me/newsletter/social-media-and-digital-reputation
http://kyabramp-12.vic.schooltv.me/newsletter/social-media-and-digital-reputation


 

COMMUNITY MATTERS 

KYABRAM NETBALL ASSOCIATION 
INC. TOURNAMENT 

www.kyabramna.netballvic.com.au 

SUNDAY 18th June 2017 
17 & Under, 15 & Under, 13 & Under, 11 & Under (as 
at 31st December 2014) 
Get some friends together or enter an association or 
club team 
Entry forms available from our website (above) or 
email netballkyabram@gmail.com or call Michelle Sing 
0438 35 69 77 
Entries close Sunday 12

th
 June 2017 

http://www.kyabramna.netballvic.com.au/
x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://2
mailto:netballkyabram@gmail.com
tel:0438%2035%2069%2077
x-apple-data-detectors://6
x-apple-data-detectors://6
x-apple-data-detectors://6


 

Proud to be a Silver Donor 

Lou & Angela De Palma 
Proprietors 
Ph (03) 5831 1066 

www.sheppfresh.com
/ 

M & S Group Accounting 

JAG Plumbing Subway 

Kyabram Bakery 

Walker Real Estate

 

 
Kyvalley Farms Milk  

 Bakers Delight 

 

 
Kyvalley Farms Milk  

 

Dunstall Rural Supplies  

McConnell Real Estate  

Ky Valley Dairy 

Salter’s Panel Repairs 

http://www.kyabramclub.com.au/
http://www.advancec.com.au/
http://www.everydaysupplies.com.au/
http://www.peats.com.au/
http://www.msgroup.net.au/
http://jagplumbing.websyte.com.au/
http://www.hmval.com.au/
http://www.kyabramrealestate.com.au/
http://www.walkerrealestate.com.au/
http://www.countryharvest.com.au/
http://www.gmcu.com.au/locations/kyabram.html

